
IHFA RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR SHOWING 
DAIRY CATTLE  
As approved by the Board of Directors at its meeting on the 12th April 2023.  

IHFA RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR SHOWING  DAIRY CATTLE AND STANDARD 
PROCEDURES AND PENALTIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE RULES AND REGULATIONS 
FOR SHOWING DAIRY CATTLE 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Interpretation and General Provisions  

Throughout this document the following definitions shall apply:  

“Animal” means any animal at a Show, whether such animal is participating or not in the 
Show.  

“Association” or “IHFA” means the Irish Holstein Friesian Association a company limited by 
guarantee registered in Ireland under company number 507458. 

“Board” means the board of directors for the time being of the Association. 

 “Disciplinary Rules” means the IHFA Disciplinary Rules and Procedures in place at the time of 
the show from time to time.  

“Organisers” means (1) the Association, in the case of shows organised by or on behalf of the 
Association, including but not limited to the Emerald Expo, the National Dairy Show and the 
National Calf Show and (2) the relevant local show officers and committees, in the case of 
local dairy shows that elect to adopt these Showing Rules. 

“Local Organising Body” (LOB) The Local Organising Body (LOB)  are the people named by 
the host organisation, and who are locally responsible for the show. 

 “Rules Committee” and “Inspector” means the rules committee or stewards appointed by 
the Organisers in accordance with paragraph 8 of Part II of these Showing Rules for the 
purpose of monitoring compliance with these Showing Rules and any other rules of a Show. 

“Showing Rules” means these rules and regulations for showing dairy cattle and standard 
procedures and penalties for enforcing rules and regulations for showing dairy cattle. 

“Show stewards” appointed by the organisers of the show to supervise all aspects of showing 
and adherence to the rules. 

 “Member” means a member of the Association or a member of the National YMA.  

“National YMA” means the young members association of the Association.  

“Participants” means all owners, exhibitors and other participants including fitters, stewards 
and other agents of a Show, whether or not such persons are Members.  

“Official Veterinarian” (OV) is the authorised Veterinary Practitioner of the IHFA and/or the show 
organising committee  

“Show” means any show operated by or for the Association (including but not limited to the 
Emerald Expo, the National Dairy Show, the National Calf Show and other National shows) or 
any local dairy show to which the relevant local show officers and committees elect to adopt 
IHFA Rules and Regulations for Showing Dairy Cattle. 

In addition to the Showing Rules, all Participants shall meet all additional regulations as 
required by The Health & Safety Executive, DAFM (in particular following the Code of 
Recommendations for the Welfare of Livestock), any other Government or legislative body, 
The Trading Standards Office and The Local Authorities under whose control the Show falls, in 
particular those relating to Bio-Security and Health and Safety.  



1. INTRODUCTION 
The aim of Dairy Cattle show is to promote the breed while enhancing the image of dairy 
production to the general public. The public image of the cattle on display in terms of animal 
welfare and food quality is paramount.  A core principle is that healthy animals should not be 
treated and sick animals should not be showed. 

The Organisers reserve the right to decide upon the interpretation of all rules of the 
Association, including these Showing Rules and the decision on any eventuality, not covered 
in these Showing Rules, will be ruled upon by the Show’s Rules Committee.  

Participants and spectators of Shows are present at the invitation of the Organisers and that 
invitation may be withdrawn at the Organisers’ discretion (or at the discretion of any one of 
them) at any time, which for the avoidance of doubt shall include during a Show.  

The Showing Rules support good animal husbandry practices at Shows, while presenting a 
positive image to spectators. All Participants agree to abide by these Showing Rules.  These 
Showing Rules will be reviewed by the Board on a regular basis and may be amended by the 
Board from time to time.  

The show organisers should endeavour to ensure each participant is treated equally and the  
principles or fair competition are employed at all times. 

2. GENERAL  
2.1. By participating in the show the participant agrees to abide by these Terms of 

References and agrees to take part in any inspections if so requested. 
2.2. The participant shall comply with any pre-selection of the animals for the event 

concerned if so requested. 
2.3. The participant agrees to follow the instructions of the organisers (including the 

ringmaster(s), OV or other official(s) at all times on the show grounds and in the show 
ring in particular.  

2.4. Any dispute will be referred to a member of the Organising Committee. The decision 
of the Organising Committee is binding and each participant must accept and 
respect this decision.  

2.5. After the animals have arrived in the stalls, they are not permitted to leave the stalling 
area until the time indicated to leave for the show ring (or until after the event has 
ended. (Except under the supervision of the Official Veterinarian (OV) or for washing, 
clipping and training under the possible surveillance of the Show stewards).  

2.6. There should be a designated area for washing and clipping and preparation of 
animals within the stalling area. There may also be a practice ring for training. 
Animals should remain within the designated area prior to entering the show ring.   

2.7. The participant shall cooperate with the requests/instructions of the organisers and 
allow the animal(s) to be photographed.  

2.8. Instructions concerning the veterinary requirements, arrival and departure times, 
transport of the animals and other specific matters, will be provided by the 
Organisers separately at each event. 

2.9. The OV has sole responsibility for all animal treatments at the show. 
2.10. Before entering the show-ground the owners / exhibitors and fitters must all 

sign the document with the following confirmation: “I have read and fully understand 
the IHFA Rules and Regulations for Showing Dairy Cattle and I agree to comply with 
all the requirements contained therein”. The document has to be delivered to the 
show organiser prior to the beginning of the Show. Non-compliance and/or violation 
of the regulation means disqualification of the participant and all of her /his animals.  



3. PREPARING CATTLE FOR SHOWING 

3.1. The GUIDING PRINCIPLE IS THAT THE ANIMAL IS PRESENTED AS CLOSE TO THEIR NATURAL 
STATE AS POSSIBLE.  

When animals are prepared/groomed to compete in individual judging, or group 
presentations or judging, the rules and regulations specified in the IHFA Rules and Regulations 
for Showing Dairy Cattle apply.  

In order to present the animal as naturally as possible all procedures and/or practices, both 
cosmetic and technical, are prohibited, with the exception of:  

a) Washing/clipping the animal;  
b) Straightening the top line with hair that is naturally attached to its own hair follicle 

and does not exceed 4 cm in length; the use of glue to facilitate the same is 
prohibited 

c) The use of a false tail or switch; 
d) Treating the animals – excluding the udder – moderately with a non-irritating 

substance, in order to enhance the colour or shine of the coat  
e) It is possible to use oil (commonly known as baby oil) or a non-irritating substance 

on the udders in order to enhance the silkiness and smoothness of the udders’ skin; 
f) The natural filling of an animals’ udder with the animals’ own milk production for 

no longer than it is deemed necessary for its welfare, or as directed by the OV. 
g) Treating the teats with an officially approved agent in order to avoid milk leaking. 
h) The trimming of feet. 
i) The use of licenced external anti-inflammatory substances to support for the well-

being of the Animal, including “Uddermint” or similar. 

3.2. USE OF VETERINARY MEDICINES DURING THE SHOW: 
Only the OV on duty has the authority to decide whether an animal should be treated or not. If so 
then what the appropriate medicine is, and to have administered the appropriate medicine. The 
Official Veterinarian (OV) would register all treatment for the record for further investigation if it 
were necessary. The OV may decide that the animal is unfit to be show on welfare grounds, 
regardless of treatment status.  

i. The use and/or being in the possession of (veterinary) drugs, medicines or devices during 
the entire event or show is prohibited for all participants, fitters, visitors or anyone else at 
the showground. 

ii. The Organisers will define an exclusive area for treatment of animals at the show. 
However, treatment may be approved by the OV, at their absolute discretion, at any 
venue within the show ground.  

iii. Milk and blood samples may be taken for testing for a range of pharmaceuticals agents 
such as anti-inflammatory agents, analgesics, hormones and other illicit substances.. If 
following an investigation the results are found to be irregular, the Organisers will carry out 
further investigations. If an animal is found to be over the medically or scientifically 
explainable or accepted limit, the animal will be disqualified.  

iv. The deadline to treat (sick) animals under the supervision of  the OV is to be 9.00 a.m. on 
show days. Animals treated later will be excluded from the show. 

3.3. ANIMAL WELFARE AND FOOD SAFETY CHECKS 
The OV will inspect all participating animals prior to entry to the ring in order to assess 
suitability for them for showing in public. The checks will centre on adherence to the rule of 
showing and of animal welfare. They will include, but not limited to: 

a) The Animal must be in good health  



b) The Animal must be free from pain or discomfort 
c) Animal must not display any signs of  disease symptoms including ringworm 
d) Animals must be free from visual scarring 
e) Animals must present a positive image of the dairy industry  

PART 1 – PROHIBITED PRACTICES   

The following practices and procedures are prohibited at Shows:  

1. Misrepresenting the age or ownership of an Animal.  

2. Filling an Animal’s rumen unnaturally with liquid (tubing).  

3. Balancing the Animal’s udder by any means other than by leaving naturally produced milk in any  or 
all quarters.  

4. To overfill the udder.  

a. Entrance to the show-ring can be refused for animals with overfilled udders.  

b. If a small amount of milk is taken out of the udder, then at the discretion of the Welfare 
Group the animal may be allowed into the show-ring. 

c. All cows may be subjected to a physical and ultra sound check 

5. The use of glue or any instrument outside and inside the teats to change the teats positioning, is not 
permitted.   

7. Treating the udders and/or teats with any substance procedures, etc. that makes it look unnatural or 
changing the appearance of the udder/teats to provide a favourable competitive advantage to the 
animal. No unlicensed substance may be inserted inside the teat orifice of the Animal and the setting of 
teats with any substance shall be prohibited. 

8. Using devices designed to stimulate the blood circulation in the udder. 

9. Attaching any appliance to the Animal other than for milking.  

a. Using devices designed to stimulate the blood circulation in the udder.  

b. Introducing any foreign materials/substances under the skin with the aim of changing the 
natural contours or appearance of the animal's body or hair. 

7. Treating the Animal’s udder externally with an irritant, counter-irritant, or any other substance to 
temporarily improve conformation or produce unnatural animation.  

10. Roping an Animal’s udders and the use of objects to physically improve definition of the suspensory 
centre ligament.  

11. Administering epidural anaesthesia (blocking tails) and/or applying any irritant either externally or 
internally to the perineal (rectum and vagina) area of the Animal.  

12. Inserting foreign material/articles under the Animal’s skin, into the topline (including hair not 
attached to the Animal’s own hair follicle) or on the feet. (Administration of prescribed medications, 
and false switches and tails is permitted).  

13. Shaving, cutting or colouring the hair on the ribs such that the ribs appear scratched or bald, is 
forbidden. Hair on the ribs should have the same length as that on the rest of the body of the animal.  

14. Performing surgery of any kind to change the natural contour of appearance of the Animal’s body, 
hide or hair. The removal of warts, teats and horns, clipping and dressing of hair and trimming of hooves 
is permitted.  

15. Wrapping an Animal’s hocks or draining fluid from hocks unless authorised by a veterinarian at the 
Show.  

16. Placing shackles on an Animal prior to during or in connection with a Show. 

17. The preventive use of vitamin preparations as well as analgesic drugs, commonly known as pain 
killers, is forbidden. 



18. Criticising or interfering with any or all of the individuals involved in the organisation and judging of 
the Show (including, without limitation, the judge, stewards, Inspectors, veterinarians, show 
management, other exhibitors, another Participant or Member or another Participant’s or Member’s 
Animal(s)), or any other misconduct detrimental to an Animal or a Show, or misconduct contrary to the 
interests of the Association or the National YMA, or misconduct which might bring the Association 
and/or the National YMA into disrepute;  

PART II – PROCEDURES AT SHOWS  

All Participants agree to abide by the following procedures at and in relation to Shows:  

1. All Participants must sign the applicable agreement(s) annexed to these Showing Rules to abide by 
the Showing Rules, either as a separate document or as part of the entry form. 

2. Participants shall deliver to an Inspector upon request any hypodermic syringe, needle or any other 
device, swabs, cloths or other material, or samples or any medicine, preparation or substance whether 
in liquid or other form, for the purpose of laboratory analysis.  

3. All entries and personal property of the Participants are subject to inspection by Inspectors authorised 
by the Organisers. Participants shall co-operate with the Inspectors and shall provide all such 
information required by the Inspectors in connection with such inspections and shall provide access to 
the Animal and all information reasonably required by any Inspector(s) in connection with such 
inspections and shall provide, if so requested, under supervision, samples of urine, milk, blood, or any 
other body fluids suitable for analysis.  

4. All treatments to Animals undertaken at Shows are to be administered only by a veterinarian 
appointed by the Organisers. All or any Animals at Shows may be blood sampled by a veterinarian 
appointed by the Organisers and submitted for laboratory analysis, or may be tested by such a 
veterinarian in any other manners using scanning equipment. The test sample and analysis results shall 
remain the property of the Organisers. Any adverse results findings will be reported to the Animal’s 
owner and the Member in whose herd the Animal is registered (as applicable) who will be subject to 
the Disciplinary Rules. Any such adverse results findings will also be reported to the relevant official  
authority.  

5. Participants shall remove any udder supports, blankets or other objects limiting the ability of the 
Inspector to undertake a thorough inspection of the Animal or otherwise.  

6. Participants agree to act at all times in accordance with these Showing Rules, and will accept any 
final decision made thereunder.  

7. The Organisers will appoint designated persons to act as a Rules Committee at the Show. The Rules 
Committee for the Show will be identifiable and be responsible for overseeing compliance with the 
Showing Rules. The Rules Committee shall be representatives of the Organisers at the Show.  

8. The Rules Committee for the Show, or any agent or representative of the Rules Committee, shall act 
as an  Inspector of  the Showing Rules for the purpose of monitoring compliance. To assist in this regard, 
such person(s), their agents or representatives shall have the authority to perform on any Animal any of 
the following non-exhaustive list of actions:  

a. an ultrasound examination of the Animal’s udder, prior to and after milkout;  

b. supervised a milkout of any individual Animal or Animals;  

c. the collection and testing of any of the Animal’s body fluids, at any time;  

d. taking a blood sample from the Animal for laboratory analysis or testing the Animal in any 
other manner using appropriate equipment; and/or  

e. the use at any time of any other technology and other inspections and/or analysis – 
including autopsy – that the Inspector considers may be useful for assessing compliance with 
the Showing Rules.  

9. The Inspector may, at any time, require the delivery of any hypodermic syringe, needle or other 
device, swabs, cloths or other material or samples or any medicine, preparation or substance, whether 
in liquid or other form, in the possession or control of the Participant or Member (as the case may be) or 
persons acting on his/her/ its/their behalf, for the purpose of laboratory analysis.  



10. All Participants at the Show shall provide promptly to the Rules Committee, upon request, whatever 
information and shall produce any documents required by the Rules Committee for the proper 
monitoring of compliance with the Showing Rules and any other rules of a Show and shall fully co-
operate with any inspections.  

11. The Rules Committee will use reasonable endeavours to warn an Animal’s owner or the Member in 
whose herd the Animal is registered or such person’s representative before entering the Show ring that:  

a. a complaint has been received of a possible violation of the Showing Rules concerning the 
Animal to be shown, or  

b. the Rules Committee has a reasonable belief that there would be a violation of the Showing 
Rules if the Animal is shown. If the relevant Animal’s owner, or the Member in whose herd the 
relevant Animal is registered, or such person’s representative decides not to show the Animal 
after receiving such a warning, no violation of the Showing Rules will be considered to have 
occurred and no disciplinary measures will be taken against such person(s). The Rules 
Committee will only give the warning referred to in this paragraph where the Rules Committee 
considers it reasonable and practical to do. The exhibitor may appeal such a decision.   

12. The Rules Committee shall have the option, following the judging of the milking cow classes, to 
ultrasound the udders, prior to milkout, of a representative number of the milking cow classes, or to take 
milk samples from a representative group of cows. If the Rules Committee undertakes the option to 
ultrasound the udders or to take milk samples, it shall make an announcement to this effect before the 
judging of the milking cow classes.  

13. Where, after the judging of the milking cow classes, the Rules Committee considers that there has 
been a violation of the Showing Rules or other show rules and regulations, the accused Participant shall 
be notified of the alleged violation and shall confidentially be provided with information supporting the 
basis for the allegation.  

14. All Participants are subject to the disciplinary procedure set out under Part III of these Showing Rules 
and furthermore Participants that are Members are further subject to the IHFA Disciplinary Rules. 

 

SANCTIONS FOR BREACHES OF SHOW REGULATIONS 
The Organising Committee, can impose one or more of the following measures: 

a) Warning  
b) Prevention from participating in the show or entering the show ring. 
c) The animal will be removed from the list of results and the prizes and any titles awarded will be 

forfeited. 
d) The participant is (conditionally) disqualified from taking part in one or more cattle shows 

organised by IHFA or operating under IHFA rules (National shows or local show) for a period of 
time.  

1. In the case of above, the exhibitor will be notified in writing of the motivation behind the decision to 
impose a measure.  

2. The participant will be notified within a reasonable time of the Organisers decision. 

 

PART III – DISCIPLINE  

1. Notwithstanding any provision of Part II above, at any time in the Show the Rules Committee reserves 
the right to disqualify from a Show a Participant, Participants, an Animal or Animals if the Rules 
Committee deems that in the circumstances it is fit and necessary to do so. Further action may be 
taken against any Participant or Participants at the sole discretion of the Rules Committee. The Rules 
Committee reserve the right not to extend invitations to future Shows to non-Member Participant(s) who 
breach the Showing Rules, and, in the case of Participants that are Members, the Rules Committee may 
refer the matter to the Association for consideration and, if applicable, sanction in accordance with the 
IHFA Disciplinary Rules, pursuant to which the Association may suspend the Member from membership 
of the Association or from participating in Shows pending the outcome of any Procedure (as defined in 



the IHFA Disciplinary Rules) undertaken in accordance with the IHFA Disciplinary Rules. The decision of 
the Disciplinary Committee to disqualify a Participant(s) or Animal(s) from a Show, or to refuse to extend 
an invitation to future Shows to non-Member Participant(s) shall be final and binding and Participants 
shall abide by such decision of the Rules Committee.  

2. The Organisers and/or Rules Committee further reserves the right to  

a. arrange the removal of any spectator from a Show and  

b. not to extend an invitation to such spectator to future Shows, if the behaviour of such 
spectator is, in the opinion of the Organisers and/or Rules Committee, such as to warrant such 
spectator’s removal. If such spectator is a Member, then the Organisers and/or Rules 
Committee reserves the right to refer the matter to the Association for consideration and, if 
applicable, sanction in accordance with the IHFA Disciplinary Rules.  

3. Where a conflict of interest for a member of the Rules Committee or the Organisers (as the case may 
be) such person will stand aside in respect of the consideration of the violation or grievance in question.  

4. It is the mission of the Association that, where possible, all grievances shall be dealt with prior to, at or 
as soon as practicable following the relevant Show by the parties concerned, in as amicable a manner 
as possible. However, in the case of Misconduct (as defined in the IHFA Disciplinary Rules) by a Member, 
the Rules Committee reserves the right to refer the matter to the Association and the IHFA Disciplinary 
Rules shall apply with respect to such Member. In the case of Misconduct by a Member, the Disciplinary 
Committee or the Appeals Committee (each as defined in the IHFA Disciplinary Rules) may, having 
considered any plea in mitigation, impose one or more of the Sanctions set out in the IHFA Disciplinary 
Rules on the Member.  

5. Any disputes at Shows must be logged within an hour of Show ending and if a grievance cannot be 
resolved in the manner outlined at paragraph 4 of Part III above, the Rules Committee shall notify the 
Association in writing.  

6. A dispute during a Show may result in delay of final presentation until a final decision is made.  

7. A decision of the Rules Committee finding a violation and imposing a disciplinary measure may be 
reported to the appropriate area club(s). It is the responsibility of each club to notify all relevant show 
committees within its jurisdiction. If the matter proceeds to a formal hearing under the IHFA Disciplinary 
Rules, the findings of the hearing may be published in the Association’s journal in accordance with the 
IHFA Disciplinary rules. 

  



THE EXHIBITOR AGREEMENT 
Acknowledgment of Participation, Declaration, Waiver and Release (“this Agreement”)  
THIS AGREEMENT MUST BE SIGNED BY THE OWNER AND ACCOMPANY THE ANIMALS ON ARRIVAL - 
COPY TO BE RETURNED WITH ENTRY FORM 
STANDARD EXHIBITOR’S AGREEMENT 

Contact Details 
 
AGREEMENT, DECLARATION AND WAIVER  
THE UNDERSIGNED, ON BEHALF OF THE EXHIBITOR AND ALL PRINCIPALS, REPRESENTATIVES AND AGENTS OF THE 
EXHIBITOR/OWNER, DECLARES THAT HE/SHE HAS READ, FULLY UNDERSTANDS AND WILL COMPLY WITH THE IHFA RULES AND 
REGULATIONS FOR SHOWING AND ANY OTHER APPLICABLE RULES FOR EVENTS. 
Whilst all reasonable care will be taken by the Irish Holstein Frisian Association (“IHFA”) to ensure that these events are organised 
and conducted according to IHFA Rules and Regulations for showing, the responsibility lies solely with each Exhibitor to satisfy 
themselves as to their participation in this event. The activity to which this form relates is referred to herein as the “Show”) 
Participation in this Show is AT ALL TIMES undertaken on a voluntary basis and at the discretion of the individual Exhibitor. 
If entry is accepted by the Show organisers or IHFA Show Organisers, the undersigned on his or her own 
behalf and the exhibitor and the principals and agents of the exhibitor acknowledge and agree that they 
and each of them: 

 
1. Adopt and adhere to all applicable IHFA Rules and Regulations for Showing. 

2. Are bound by, and will act at all times in accordance with THE RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR SHOWING DAIRY CATTLE, and 
standard procedures and penalties for enforcing rules and regulations for showing dairy cattle, and will accept the final decision 
made thereunder. 

3. Accepts that any action which may be taken under the above may be reported to any association registering purebred livestock. 

4. In connection with participating in the Show, you, on behalf of yourself and your heirs, assigns and personal representatives, 
hereby RELEASE, WAIVE AND DISCHARGE IHFA, the show and its official and its affiliates, and their respective officers, 
directors, employees, agents, volunteers and representatives (“Show Organisers”), from any and all liabilities, claims, 
demands, causes of action or losses that you or your heirs, assigns and personal representatives might have for injuries, loss 
or damages arising out of your participation in the Show, whether or not such injury, damage or loss resulted from or was 
contributed to directly or indirectly by the acts or omission of the Show Organisers, and any action taken under this Agreement, 
the rules for showing dairy cattle, the standard procedures and penalties for enforcing rules and regulations for showing dairy 
cattle or any other show rules and regulations. Additionally, you agree that you, on your own behalf or on the behalf of your 
heirs, assigns or personal representatives, will NOT SUE OR MAKE ANY CLAIM against the Show Organisers for damages or 
other losses sustained as a result of your participation in the Show. Furthermore, you, on your own behalf and on behalf of your 
heirs, assigns and personal representatives, agree to INDEMNIFY, DEFEND AND HOLD HARMLESS the Show Organisers from 
all losses, liabilities, claims and causes of action, including costs and legal fees, arising out of or related to your participation in 
the Show. 

 
I declare by signing this entry that: 
1. I declare that animal that is under my care has not been treated with any pharmaceutical agent that would affect its normal 

activity, behaviour and/or well-being, or been subjected to any procedure that would compromise the animal‘s welfare. 

2. The entry information provided to the Show Organisers is true and correct; 

3. I have the authority to make this Agreement, and to bind all persons and enterprises with any interest in the entered animal(s) 
to the terms of this Agreement. 

4. I and all other persons and enterprises with an interest in the entered animal(s) accept full responsibility for my actions, and for 
those of anyone else, including but not limited to fitters and others, who are involved in the care of, show preparation and/or 
showing of the entered animals(s). 

5. I have read and understand this Agreement and agree to the extract of actions forming part of this Agreement.  



6. All personal data collected by the IHFA will be processed, stored and securely destroyed in accordance with our Data 
Protection Notice which is available at www.ihfa.ie. Data is used in order to carry out the show competitions, publicise results 
and in promotions.  

 
 
I HAVE READ AND AGREE TO THE ABOVE 

NAME (PRINTED) …………………………………………….SIGNED……………………………………… 

DATE…………………… 

 

 
 

  



EXTRACT OF IHFA RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR SHOWING DAIRY CATTLE 
APPLIES TO ALL SHOWS THAT ADOPT IHFA SHOWING RULES ON THEIR ENTRY FORMS & CATALOGUE! 

The guiding principle is that the animal is presented as naturally as possible. 
In order to present the animal as naturally as possible all procedures and/or practices, both 
cosmetic and technical, are prohibited, with the exception of: 

• Washing/clipping the animal 
• Straightening the top line with hair that is naturally attached to its own hair follicle 
and does not exceed 4 cm in length; 
• The use of a false tail or switch; 
• Treating the animal, excluding the udder, with a non-irritating substance, in order to 
enhance the colour or shine of the coat 
• The natural filling of an animals’ udder with the animals own milk production for no 
longer than is deemed necessary for its welfare. 
• Treating the teats in order to avoid milk leaking 

Note: Shaving, colouring or cutting the hairs on the ribs is forbidden. The use of glue or any 
instrument outside and inside the teats to change the teats positioning, is not permitted. 
The core principle is that healthy animals should not be treated and sick animals should not 
be shown.  
The IHFA vet / show vet is the only person who can administer treatment to animals. The 
deadline to treat (sick) animals by the Official Veterinarian is to be 9.00 a.m. on show days. 
Animals treated later will be excluded from the show. Treatment is to be carried out in the 
designated area.  

• After the animals have arrived in the stalls, they are not permitted to leave the stalling 
area. Except under the supervision of the Steward for washing, clipping and training  
• The IHFA vet / show vet to adjudicate on Rumen fill, udder fill, udder odema, teat 
setting, scanning the udder if necessary, the taking of samples of milk, blood, urine or 
any other bodily fluids in the cattle lines.  
• Refusal to take part in an inspection will result in the immediate disqualification of the 
participant and all his/her animals 

PENALTIES: 
The show organizers will determine penalties in relation to infringement of the IHFA showing 
rules and/or show society rules. 
• If a violation or breach of the rules and regulations is deemed to have taken place, the 
animal and/or the participant can be immediately disqualified from competing by the 
organisers. Disqualification can take place up to a maximum of two months, depending 
upon the lab tests required, after the show. Whereby the animal in question will be removed 
from the list of results, and the prizes and any titles awarded will be forfeited. 
• These Rules apply to the conduct of all participants as well as to how the animal is 
prepared/groomed. Any misconduct by a participant, owner or exhibitor such as in the form 
of intimidation or insulting members of the organisation, the jury and fellow participants, will 
be sanctioned by the organisation. 
• Any dispute will be referred to a member of the Show Organising Committee. The decision 
of the Show Organising Committee is binding and each participant must accept and respect 
this decision. 
• This decision will be taken by a disciplinary committee appointed by the show organisers. 
There will be a right of appeal under the show society’s rules 
The full IHFA RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR SHOWING DAIRY CATTLE are available on 
www.ihfa.ie 


